DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
no keep-out boards, the land was the people's and you could go
where you liked. The bulk of the population clung to that state
with a burning love; an English Minister, seeking to vindicate
Munich, said that when the state was dismembered it was already
breaking up from within. He, too, knew nothing about this small
country — and he never said a more arrantly foolish thing in his
life. The people in this state felt that it was theirs, they had not
much money, but they had a small-holding or a small job, and
felt themselves freemen in a free land, after centuries of serfdom,
You can see the things they did to-day. Drive from Prague to
Brtinn, from Prague to Reichenberg, from Prague to Saaz, com-
pare these rich fields, these tidy factories, these well-tended towns
with your own land. When a part of this land was surrendered to
Hungary, an immediate crisis broke out there, because in the
regained lands men owned their farms and had been cared for by
the state, while in Hungary the peasant was poverty-stricken and
landless, gendarme-fodder. In this land all minorities had seats
in Parliament — members in the Government, if they wished — in
exact proportion to their numbers; budget expenditure was appor-
tioned on the same plan. The Sudeten Germans had a free press
and could say what they liked about the Government
The people felt that this state belonged to them, not they to the
state. This was the land that was destroyed, cast once more in
chains.
You know what was done £t Munich* Peace with honour. Peace
in our time. The peace that passeth my understanding.
You were bluffed again* You were told that, when a strip of
Czechoslovakia, containing the defences, had been torn off, as
you might tear the perforated counterfoil from a cheque, a right
little, tight little C2echoslovakia would remain^ guaranteed by
England and France, What's wrong with that? you thought.
What could be fairer than that? Mr. Chamberlain explained in
the House that this guarantee was one of the respects in which
Munich was so much better than Godesberg. The Archbishop of
Canterbury, in the other place, said the guarantee 'made an
immense difference'.

